SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT IESS STATEEHT 1C:AYR/44/72( ISTAYA

PEECH BY PRESIDELT SHUELRES AT THE OPENILG O THE
SIHGAYOE COUKCIL GW SCCIAL SERVICE ZUILDING ON TRIDAY,
28TH AVRIL, 1972 4T 5,30 P.M.

My wife and I are most delighted to be here today to Join
the Singapore Council oi Social Service on this very happy occasion

oX the opening oY its new building.

Having listened to Mr. Ee, I note that the Singapore Counsi:
o) social service was not only blessed with a pioneering spirit btut
has been doubly Fortunate in having members like the late Dato Lee Kcri:
Chian, Mr. Woon Wah Siang and lir. Ee, whose unwaivering dedication am
persistent erdeavours giided the council through irnfancy to what it ig
today ~ a well-established institution in our community carrying out
tho very impcrtant task o co-ordination o voluntary soclial weliare

work oX which we are all very proud.

Co~existence through co-operation and co-ordination is the
greatest need of our times., Theo state can »rovide  ~wneral gocial servicces
like educatiom, health, housing, eradication o diseasesand other social
evils but co-operation is nceded Trom tnc vol mtary sector ior certain
%indg of services wherc personal attention and individual treatment arc
especially reguired such as scrviccs Yor the randicapped who require
special training, Yor probvlem children who req.ire intensive counsollin,
Yor the old who reguire special nursing and tre sick who require
convalescent care. Lack of co~ordination creates a variety o¥ problems
and would only add to the deprivation o¥ those ror whom the social
services exist., In a small country like Singapore, Lo-ordinatién is
also necessary Ween governme
and between the ﬂn
elfficient and ¢
thorerore that the comm.nity o Singapore witn its long eatablisheod
tradition ror voluntary social work should need tre services oY an
organisation such as the Singapore Council or Soeial Service to assist
and giide its social agencies, to prevent overlapping or duplication in
their work, to provide a Yorum Yor tkem to discuss their dirliculties
and problems ard to act as intermcdiary betwzen government and other

bodies with like interesis.
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The well-being of a community does not rest on material
wealth alone. What is signiXicant and important is the satisfaction
of minimum wants which arc the social, psychological, spiritual and

cultural needs ox man. I¥ these minimum needs of people are adequatlc..

met, many or the social problcms would be solved.

I thoroxoro uxri;e all sooial service organi:ations to cont .
their very important and valuable work even though I realisc that tv::
have a most dilicult task ahead. It is the zeal of an evangelist
is required to conguer tho challenges and Tind new ways and means to
improve unsatisfactory conditions. This was the quality that the eari:
ploneers of social service work in Singap rc displayed in righting
the social wrongs. I also appeal to all citizens fo continue ardently
in active participation in social services Tor the continued social

well~being of our community.

Lastly my bearty congratulations to Mr. Eo and members ol
tte board of management o the Sinmapere Council o Social Service Yor
a job well donc, and my abiding good wishes Tor groeater achicvements

in Singapore's welfare in thc years ahead.

I now bhave great pleasurc in declaring The Singapore Council

of Social Service Buildin:: opcn.

Date: 28th April, 1972. Time Issued: 1130 Hours.
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